FIRST OVER EVEREST
Captain that they were inhabitants of Juinla and anxious to
return by the most expeditious route, he obtained permission
to proceed. Thus on the 6th August he reached the first village,
where Tibetan inhabitants were met with, called Jubang;
beyond which point no more Nepalese were encountered.
They spent the night of the pth August in a cave on the right
bank of the Khumu Changbo, and pushing on from there
came to Khumbu Dzong, the residence of the Tibetan Governor
of the district. For some time this official declined to allow the
party to proceed northwards by a route which he stated had
never previously been traversed by anyone except Tibetans.
Once again then the traveller was detained, and following his
previous plan ingratiated himself with the inhabitants by treat-
ing their sick. He succeeded in curing the Governor's daughter-
in-law of goitre and being taken into favour secured the
sympathy of her husband. The latter was about to start on a
trade expedition to the north. Here was an opportunity of
which the explorer took advantage and succeeded in persuading
the husband to include him in his party. So he again started
on his way, after having spent six inactive weeks.
On the 22nd September they reached the village of Taran,
the limit of tree vegetation, and from now onwards the track
became very stony and toilsome.
On the 23rd, after wading the river, and marching through
snow, they gained the rest-house of Pangji, with its image of
the Horse God Takdeo on the summit of an inaccessible spur.
The place is a sacred one and out of deference to the god
no ponies are allowed on the road between Taran village on
the south and Keprak to the north of the Pangji pass.
Starting at daybreak on the 24th September, the explorer's
party crossed the pass, which he describes as the highest and
most formidable he has ever essayed. They had perforce to
scramble over the dangerous snow-bed with numerous crevasses
mostly covered by recently fallen snow, altogether a toilsome
ascent of five or six hours before the summit was reached.
The gorge up to the pass was contracted with masses of snow
94